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Critical Analysis:  Analysis/Evaluation Form
Score: _____
I. Introduction
Title of Reading:___________________________________________________________
Author:  __________________________________________________
Copyright date:  ___________________________ Source: _________________________
Author’s Claim – what is the author trying to convince you/persuade you to believe? 


Brief summary/overview of the article – what are the author’s 3 most important/significant pieces of evidence, and what is their conclusion?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

My thesis:  “The article IS or IS NOT effective because_____, ____, & ____.” 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



II. Organizational Structure
What organizational structure does the author use? (cause/effect, comparison/contrast, listing, definition, examples, etc.—See Chapter 6). Fill in the chart below.
Pattern of organization	                           Page or Para. #	          Example from text

1.
2.
3.
Is the organizational structure a logical choice and does it work well for the evidence? Explain.



III. Evidence Evaluation 
What kind of evidence is used to support the claim? (testimony, facts/statistics, analogies, hypotheticals, - See Chapter 6) Fill in the chart below with representative examples.
Evidence (paraphrase from text)  	             Page/Para. #		Type of evidence 

1.
2.
3.
Evidence #1: Does evidence appear sufficient, relevant, and accurate?  How does the type of evidence support (or detract from) the author’s claim?  Explain.  



Evidence #1: Does the evidence rely on ethos, pathos, or logos? Explain.


Evidence #2: Does evidence appear sufficient, relevant, and accurate?  How does the type of evidence support (or detract from) the author’s claim?  Explain.  



Evidence #2: Does the evidence rely on ethos, pathos, or logos? Explain.



Evidence #3: Does evidence appear sufficient, relevant, and accurate?  How does the type of evidence support (or detract from) the author’s claim?  Explain.  



Evidence #3: Does the evidence rely on ethos, pathos, or logos? Explain.



On what type of evidence does the author mainly rely? What other evidence would have been helpful? Does the author leave anything out? Explain.


Are there any failures in logic (Fallacies – See Chapter 7)?  Explain.


IV. Language Use 
What is the author’s tone? (Chapter 4, page 124) Provide evidence from the text, and explain. 


How does the author use connotative language (words that are strongly positive or strongly negative) to influence the audience? What words are positive or negative? How are they used? What impact do they have? (Connotation, Chapter 4)


V. Author Credibility
Who is the author? Is he/she/they credible? (do some research beyond the article itself). What is their education and experience? Are they an expert in this field? Do they work for a credible organization? Do they rely on experts to help prove their argument?  (Chapter 6) 


What is the author’s purpose? (Inform, persuade, or entertain?) (Chapter 4) 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Who is the intended audience? (Chapter 4) 


Is the author biased for or against something/someone in the text? How do you know? How does that impact their argument? (Chapter 5)  



What assumptions does the author make? Why do you think they are assumptions – explain. (Chapter 5)  Do you think they are warranted or unwarranted assumptions? 



What is the author’s worldview? What elements have influenced the author to feel this way? Age, race, nationality, gender, education, income, etc.  (Chapter 5) 



VI. Conclusion / Evaluation
How effective is the claim that the author makes (taking everything into consideration)?




VII. Additional Source (s): 

Title of Article/Webpage:______________________________________________________
Author:  __________________________________________________
Publication date:  ___________________________ Source: _________________________
What information will you use from this source:



How will you use this to support your Analysis: 



